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defence of Free-Will, and vniuerſall Grace; 
wherein God's tender of Grace by the outward 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel,to Reprobates who neither doe, 
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ſome by way of ObicQion, calt yponir, 
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God is not 4 Man that he ſhould lye, neither the Sonne of man that 
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"nd ſhall be not make it good? ; 
Romans 3+ 4- 
Yealet God be true, but enery man 4 lyer, at it is written : That 


hou mighteſt be inſlified m thy ſayings, and mighteſt onercome when 
bon art indged. 
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T is a common demand, which the patrons of vni« 

werſall Grace and free will vſe ro make, how God can 

be excuſed from hypocriſie, colluſion and deccit, if 

he hath not ſeriouſly purpoſed and determined to 

conuert and call all ſuch ro whom the Goſpel is prea 
ched, but only to the ele? 

To giue atull, a cleare and ſatisfaRory anſwer vnto this 

demand, which ſtumbles many : We muſt confider in the y 
firſt place z thatthe glad tidings and promiſes of che Goſ- kR " _: 
pell are —_ and peculiar to the ele and choſen Sainrs <1 eng : 
of God, and not common tothe cle and reprobates as the ,1ohn,10, 3,4, 
law is, which binds all men alike: H«nce isic, that the e» 37. 
lea =_y are ſaid, * to be the children of the promiſe, the ſeed ® Tit. 1-1. 4 
of eAbraham,and the rromiſe of faith by Ioſns (rift z i8 ſaid, R—— _ 
$0 be ginen onely to them which belieue:(4)T he vojce of Chrift is 11.4, 6 "Y 
proper onely to the ſbeeps of Chriſt, who are the ele ; whence «d Rom. 1, 7.16, 
the faith of the Goſpell is ſtiled ( b ) rhe faith of Gods eleF , * 8.261035 
as being proper and peculiar vnto them alone : Chriſt le» 1<®*- "+ mo 
fus hath ( & ) $&equeathed bus G ofpell as pecmlias legatie to his a - oy - 
Saints and choſen ones , and delinered and committed it to them, x - Au 
Wherefore the Apoſtles did alwaies dedicate and dire& <nd. Phil. 1, 7 
cheir Epiſtles ( d) to the eleft, the choſen and faitbfull in Chriſt Col.1,1.1Thel, 
Teſws to the Saints, the ſanttified, called and preſerned in Chriſt 11,34, _ 
Teſta, and tong others; to fignifie that the Goſpell is proper : mer Fo 
and peculiar ynto them, Sccondly, you muſt obſerue , ſh, a 2,7,9,104 
that though the miniſters of the Gofpell, are to * preach 2 Pet. 1+1, 10, 
the Goſpell to emery creature z yctitis not with an intent to * Toh.3- 3 loh 
conuertallthoſe thar heareit ynto God, bur onely the-c- - = ; 
left: Paw/didpreach and ( e ) indwreal things, nor for all 4 _— _ 
thoſe to whom he preached z butonely for the, ces ſake; 4 Mark pe 
that they mighe obtains the ſalvation whneh is #0 Chriſt Teſn5.e 2 Tim.2, 10. 


with etern ls g/or yi. (f)) God hath gimen ferns 40 be APs rope 1,73 
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ſome Prophets, ſome Euangeliſts , ſome Paſtors and teachers ; 

bur this 1s not for the conuerſion and good of all men, but 

It is onely for the perfelt ing of the Saints, and for the edifying 
zEpb.r 0,45, of the body of Chriſt , ( g) who are the el:tF, The preachers of 
6,9,19,11,3:, che Gofpell who are ſtiled Angel, arcſentont onely (6) 
23.0 3.712213» to gathertkeelett ( nor all men ) fromthe fore windes . ſrom 
_— Fad the ons end of beanen to the &'her: (i) they are all wins? ring 
1 Pets 12 Ro. ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter for thew (1ndtor them on ly) who 
8.:9,:0, Hebr. /Lall be heres of [aluation; not for reprobates and wicked 
—_ , men? they areonely ( &) to feede the Church, the lambes , 
— FR the ſherpe and flocke of Chriſt; who are onely the ele, as 
743.10 16. theScripcures and the Fathers haue defined it: therefore 
kats, 20.238, the milkeand foode of the word and Goſpell is proper and 
Jon. 21.t5,16, peculiar ynto them, Thirdly, you muſt cake notice, char 
27.3 Tim-2.10. though the Goſpell be to be preached vnto euery creature, 

2 yet it 1s not with an intent to conuert & ſaue all choſe that 

heare ic preached, bur only true belieucrs: this is enidene 
by that commiſſion which Chriſt gave ynto his Apoſtles : 
(1) Gor yee ( ſaith he ) ints all the world, and preach the Gaſpell 
10 8xer) Creature, he that beliexeth, and is baptizicd (all bee ſa- 
wed , but bee that belieuetb not ſhall bre dawned + By which 
conditionall clauſe and limitation, its moſt »pparant : that 
God did neuer intend chat his Goſpell ſhould conuert and 
ſauc all ſuch as heare it preached, (as 15 further warranted 
by ler.1.10, cap. 7-26,27,28. Ezcch.2.3.to 9,10, Heb,g.2. 
2 Cor.2.14,15,16) where God commanded his word to be 
preached to ſome that ſhould not heareir norobey it, nor 
reape any profit or conuerlion from itz) but onely ſuch as 
ſhould belicue and imbrace it in their hearts, Now theſe 
mAas, 13 48, are only the ele&, and no ochers;, for ( mw) they onely dee 
Foba 10. 326, þeliexe : Therefore the Gofpell ismtcnded vato them a» 
Rem®.30. jone, 

Ifchisthen begranted and yee1ded vnreo me ,; char the 
promiſes and glad tidings:of che Goſpell axe preper and 
peculiartochecleR alone; char the miniſtersof the Gof- 
pell arc ſeny ag antpev:icall and gather together the cleft: 

and char tho preadyag of the Golpell yuto cuery cxexnre, 
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3s not with an intent ro conuert and ſaue all ſuch as heare 
it, bur onely ſuch as doe belieue it, who are alwaies the 
leſſer number, and onely ſuch as are eleed: then it fol- 
lowes incuitably, that there is no repugnancy nor contra» 
dition berweene the ſecret and the reucaled will of God; 
and that God deludes and cozens none to whom the Go{- 

ell is preached, though they are not conuerced: becauſe 
þ did nener intend to conuert all thoſe that ſhould be the 
hearers, bur only ſuch as are the erue embracers and belci- 
ers of his Goſpell, who are only the ele, in whom alone 
he workes this grace ol faith. 

Yea but you will now obie@ z that God doth ſeriouſly 
exhort and intreate cuen reprobates and wicked men to 
xepent and beleive, though he hath determined ro giue 
no faith, nor yet repentance to them: therefore if they 
cannot repertand belcive of themſclues ( as we affirme ) 
God cannot but mocke and dillemble with them, be= 
cauſe he exhorts them vnto that which they of themiclues 
( without Gods ayde) can neuer doe: and which himſcltc 
hath decreed irreuocably that chey ſhall neuer doe, 

To this I anſwere, that it is true ; that if God himſelfe 
who knowes the hearts and eſtates of all men , ſhould cell 
any man from heauen that he was a reprobate, and that he 
had irreuocably decreed it, that he would neuer worke a» 
ny faith or repentance in him, and ſhould come ro ſuch a 
man in particular, and (erioully exhort him to belcjue and 
repent that ſo he might be ſaued; that then there were 
ſome ſhew of mockery, falliood and double dealing in 
God: and this objeion might ſtand good.. Bur here the 
caſe fiands otherwiſe: For though God doth oft times (e- 
rioully exhorr and increate cuen ſuch to beleive and re- 
pent, as he hath reprobated and for cuer rejeted in his 
ſecrer purpoſcand decree, yer here is no delution nor Ce- 
ccic atall, Firſt, becauſe the miniſter who is Gods agent 
and embaſſadour vnto this reprobate, can neucr derer= 
mine whether he bea reprobate yea 2rno: ſo that he ren-+ 
ders grace and mcrey to him, not as to a reprobate or calt a- 
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Anſwer, I, 


way; but as to a choſen Saint of God for ought he knowes, 
Secondly, becauſethis reprobate ro whom chis exhortati« 
on and tender of grace is made, can neuer fully (atisfy 
not yer refolue himſelfe that he is a reprobate, becauſe 
he was neuer priuy to Gods counſell, and becauſe his 
wholelife 15a time of grace to him for ought he knowes. 
Since then it is neitherreuealed to the miniſter that offers 
grace, tioryetto him co whom chis grace is tendred, that 
he isa reprobate, and that God hath derermined ro beſtow 
no grace ypon him neicher the miniſter, nor yer himſelte 
can truly ſay thar God dotly mocke him or delude himy bee 
cauſe that vnto chem,and to all orher mer! , there is a polli« 
bilicy,yea and a probavility,chat t'1is very reprobate may be 
ſaved, becauſe he15no reprovate as vato chem , nor yet as 
to himlelfe. 

Yea, but you will obj-& ; that God himſcIfc doth cer- 
tainly know tnat this very reprobate neither will, no: can 
repent, becauſe he hath decreed ro worke no faith nor re- 
pentance in him: therefore Go mult needes delude and 
mocke him, though man cannot &«11cerne it, 

To this I anſwere; that it man cannot diſcerne, that 
Ged deludes men in this his dealing : then how doth ir 
come topalle, that you who proſecute this objeion can 
charge God with delafion, and coufenage in his dealing , 
when as man cannot diſcerneit? what are you now tran- 
ſlated into Godsor Angells, that you can fathom a 1d find 
out this miſtery, which all the Sain's 3nd repro »ates in 
the world cannot efpie. Dovb lelle if chere be neucr a re« 
probate in the world, that can ſay God d-ales ta'f-ly wich 
him, indeliring his conuerlion when as he neuer did in- 
tendit, becauſe he could nor ſatisfe himſel'e whercher he 
were areprobate yea orno: then it is certaine, that you 
who make chis my{ticall 2nd ſtrange 9bje.on, malt ceale 

to charge God wich colla(io1and double dealing, ill you 
are able forto tax? him of, ar trace hin init. Secondly, 
though God doth cercaialy know, chat reprobaces neirher 
can aor yull repeat , yer he docla agt mocks nar delade 
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them, by inuicing, exhorting and perſwading them to re= 

pent z becauſe that as God doth nor inuite them to faith 

and repentance as they are reprobates , ſo his decree of re- 

probation is not the immediar cauſe of their infidelity and 

1mpenitency , but their owne corrupe and ſinfull natures , 

which God is not bound to heale and cure, Indeed if God 

bimſelfe ſhould purpoſely bind them hand andfoote in the 

chaincs and fetrers of finne, and then ſhould bid them go 

or walke, andrun on towards him in a ſerious and earneft 

manner , he might then be thought for to delude them : 

bur this Goddoth nor doe, he caftsnorubbes nor blockes 

inco our way, but what we caſt our {clues : if we come not 

in when as he inuites vs, it is not becauſe God himſclfe 

doth not inable vs, bur becauſe we hauc inſnared our (clues q; 

in ſinnes and treſpaſſes, and diſabled our {clues to come x 

vnto him as we ought : ſo that here wee muſt accuſe oor +Gen. 18. 14, 

ſclues, nor God, Thirdly, when God doth offer grace c.17.1.c.25.14 

ynto vs , wemuſt know, that he doth not immediately em. ty 

infuſe this grace into vs, but he workes itin vs by the vie ,*: _— —_—_— 

of meanes « now God when az he offcrs grace to repro- 1, the end.c. 9. 

bates , they alwaies ſlighr, negle& and vim the meaucs 4t020cap.23. 

by which God offers and conueyes his grace; ſo that if 13.14-.33-!2» 

they mulle of grace ( as they alwaies doe) they cannot lay [3:37 710 

the blame on God, or {ay , that hee did not intend for to oo \Þ.n5 

conuert chem; but they muſt cake the blame vpon them» z. Phil 135-56, 

ſclues ; becauſe if they had vſed the meanes with care and Prou. 21.1. 20. 

conſcience asthey ought, and donethar which was requi- B<</c\.9-1.'fat. 

fice on their parts , God would haue wrought effeQually | gy. es = 

by his _= in their heartsfor ought thar they could tell , c 41.17.ler.18, 

orthinke to the contrary, Fourthly, when God doth ſeri- 3 11.cap 31. 

ouſly and carneſtly inuite vs to repentance and true ſauing 37-< 49 19. E- 

faithz he doth not alwaies promiſe and reſolue to worke _ > 

this faith and repentance in our hearts, ( for then they pyeegs yo 

ſhould be alwaies wrought effefually in vs, becauſe Gods Ads 5.39,ca.4, 

pare and reſolued will is * awaies execmted, andcaunot "911.17 Ro, 
refijted : ) but he doth only ſeriouſly declare whar things 4499-4 5M 

he doch approuc and Rr” in vs. A King may ſcrioully 19.15 Eo 4, 
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_ z Which prouiſo andcondition he hath not yer fol 
i... 


wiſh and defire that ſuch a ſubjeAt of his were a rich, a greac 
and honourable perſon , bur yer he may nor purpoſe and 
refolue ro make him ſuch a one 3 God doth earneftly 
command and deſire that all men(bur eſpecially his Saints) 
ſhould not offend nor (inne againſt him ; bur yer he doth 
not purpoſe to cauſe chema not co finne: for * i» man 
things wee offend all; and there i518 man that lintth, and finneth 
et ; God may deſire ſomething in his reuealed will, which 
he hath not purpoſed nor decreed to effet and worke in 
his ſecret will : he( #) deſires not the death of a ſinner; ard 
yet ſinnersalwaics dic in linne, without repentance? ſince 
therefore God may delire and require ſomething in his re- 
uealed will, which he hath not purpoſed nor deerced to 
eff:& in his ſecret will; ic followes not, that God doth 
therefore intend and purpoſe to worke cffeually by his 
grace in hypocrites and reprobates , when as hee offers 
grace and mercy by his wozd: and ſo hemockes them nor, 
Fifthly. the Goſpell in which God offers grace co men, 
though ic bee propounded in a«common and vniuerſall 
manner in reſpc& ofthe hearing of it, from which none 
are excluded; yer it is alwaies propounded diftributiuely, 
reſtritiucly and conditionally in reſpeR of the benefic and 
comfort of ir ; not tomen as they aremen z nor.toall hea« 
rers or reprobates,as they are hearers and reprobatesz but 
to all choſe, and co thoſe onely that ſhall belicue ic, im« 
brace it, and obey it in the ſyncerity of theirhearts, If then 
the G-»ſpell be thus preached and propounded to a whole 
congregation, canany man ſay that God deludes him ? 
If he will belicue and apply the Goſpell, he ſhall be ſure to 
reape the fruite and comfore of it ; and ſo he cannot accuſe 
God of collufion, becauſe he hath made good his Goſpell 
vnto him: Ifhe belcinc and receine ic not at all, he cannor 
ſay that God deludes him, or that he did nat offcrit ſeri- 
ouſly ynto him ; becauſe he propounded it with this pro- 
uiſo, if he would belciue and apply it to his ewneeternall 


&d: and heretore he cannot blame the Lord, who did 
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not promiſe to fulfill it for him, 


—ﬀ 


Yea bur ſay you, a reprobate may thus obje& t I cannoe Otis, 


receive nor belciue the Goſpell vnleſſe God giue mee ari 
heart and will co doc it, which heart and will he hath not 
dererminedto gine me z therefore he doth bur delude and 
cozen me in profering grace ynto me vpon ſuch impoſſi. 
ble ecarmes and conditions as theſe, which I cannot per- 
forme. 

I anſwere , that ir is true, that God muſt giue men 
hears to imbrace and vſc the meanes of grace in an cffeu- 
all manner, or elſe they cannot doe it : yer this I fay with 
all ; char cuen reprobates chemſelucs might haue done 
more, then now they doe, and beene more diligent in 
the outward meancs, had they put their whole might and 
ſtrength vntoit, and prayed earneſtly ro God for his aſſiit- 
ance 2: ſo that they cannot truly ſay, that God was wan- 
ting vatothem in altering of their hicarts; but that they 
were wanting to themſclues, in being negligent in the vic 
of meanes, and in blocking vp their hearrs againſt the 
Lord by daily ſinnes, Gronachy tha inability co beleiue ; 
and vic the meanes of grace which is in reprobates, 
proccedes notirom any decree or a@ of God, but from re- 

robatsthemſelues. God made man able ar the firſt co do his 
will, and to vic the means of gracezwhich liberty mankind 
hath wholly and juſtly loft in Adews fall: fince therefore 

chat impotency and impoſſibility of getting and receivin 
ace Which isin reprobares , proceeds not from any firal 
or neceſſitating decree of God , bur onely from that origi- 
nalldeprauation and naturall imbecillicy which is in chem; 
from which God is nor pleaſed for to free them: theſe re- 
probates cannot ſay, that God deludes and mocks them in 
ecndring grace vato them , though he denies chem heares 
and wills for to'imbrace it ; which he is not bound in ju- 
ſtice for to giue them; but they muſt rather magnify his 
_ rowards them in offering grace ynto them, when as 
they have made chemſelues vnworthy of it, and vnable 
co receiueit, Thirdly, what reprobate ig there chat when 
X 4 God 
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God doth offer grace vato him by his miniſters, can truly 
ſay that God hath poſttiuely reſolued nor co giue him an 
heart or will for to imbrace it ? Fs any reprobate priay vn« 
ro Gods decrees, to know what he hath purpoſed concer. 
ning him 2 ifnot, then he can neuer ſay that God deludes 
him , orthat he decrees co giue him no heart nor will to 
imbrace the grace which is thus tendred to him ; becauſe 
for oughche knowes, he may belong to Gods cleQion 2 
and if ſo, then God will ſurcly change his heart, and giue 
him power toimbrace his grace. Fourthly, if God fhould 
: offer grace to reprobates in a ſerious manner,yet he ſhould 
notd:ludethem, though he giuesthem no power to ree 
ceiu? it : becauſe there 18 in reprobates ſuch a hes of lane, 
and ſuch an hatred, and violent antipathie againſt grace 
—— and holinefle, that they would be { 0) viterly unwilling to 
0 ntote receine this grate vpon thoſe termes that God doth offer it , als 
13.3 .c 19,15, though they bad power toimbrace it : Reprobates though they 
27.0, 3.14.c, might haue gracefor the yery taking of it, yet they would 
7-5 44 nor take it though they might vpon Gods conditions : 
ory = => cherefore God doth notdeluderthem in tendring grace vn- 
 *.* ** cothem, though they cannor takeir; becauſe they would 
4 nottake it though they might, Fifthly, God doth noc 
mocke nor yet delude thele reprobates in offering grace 
yntothem by theminiſtrie of the Goſpel , though he ne» 
uer inclines their hearts and wills to imbrace it ina ſaving 
manner: becaufe they haue many priuiledges, benchirg, 
and aduantages by the Goſpell, though their hearts are 

Y, . . 
not conuerted nor refarmed by ie. For firſt by this profer 
ofthe Goſpell co them, a hauec alwayes ſomething co 
ſupport their ſouleyſtgm ſinking in deſpairez chey haue 
alwaies a poſlibilicy , a hope and probability of their crue 
conuerlion and ſaluation, which thoſe who are deprived 
of che Goſpel wantz whence they are ſaid co be (p) «lens 


PEpluſ3,t42 from the commun-wealth of Iſrae?!, frrangerr from the coutnant 


of promiſe, haning no hops > Reprobares wholiue vnder the 
Goſpell hauc alwaics hope cill cheir dying day , becauſe 
chey know nor whecher they are reprobaces yea or a_—_ 
encng 
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then which hope and comfort all ſuch as are depriued of 
the Goſpell want: cherefore the preaching of the Goſpell 
to them is nor meerel y vaine, Secondly, Reprobates who 
injoy the Goſpell, have a more cleere diſtin andfull ap- 
prehenlion of God, both in his cfſence and his glorious at- 
cributes, then thoſe who are depriued of the Goſpell have: 
they know the will and workes of God, the worth, the 
narure, digniry and excellency of Chriſt and of his merits, 
and of the gifts and graces of hisſpirie: yeathey (9) raft 4 
fwcerneſſe in the word and promiſes , and in the powers of the 
world to come: they know more then all the world beſides, 
which is depriued of che Goſpell : now the very know- 
ledgeof God and Chriſt, and oftheir attributes, promiſes, 
word and will, and of all choſe things which che Scriptures 
doe reucale yntoreprobates is an vnualuable and n.atch= 
lefſe bleſſing z it is a greater good and happinetTe then man 
by all che light of arr and nature ( without the Scriptures) 
can attaine vnto: therefore no reprobates can ſay thac God 
dcalcs hardly or falfly with them though his word doth 
not conuert them, Thirdly, Reprobates though they are 
not conuerted by the Goſpell, haucalwaies as (r ) great, 
(n4y ſorvetines 4 greater) ſhare and portion in thoſe outward bleſ< 
fings and prizileages which the Golpell brings (which arc 
great and many ) as the Saints themſelues : The Goſpel 
commonly brings peace and plenty, health and ſafety, and 
all outward happinefſe and tranquillity with it: it is al. 
vaies accompanicd with many great and excellent bleC. 
fings of which reprobates drinke az deepe as any others: 
therefore it is not _ in vaine vnto them , thou gh 
ir conuertchem not, Fourthly, Reprobates though they 
are not truly ſanQified nor called by the Goſpel], yer many 
of chem haue oft times many morrall , ourward and come 
mendable vertucs , gifts and graces wrought wichin them 
by it: Againe, many of chem are oft times ciuilized, cur- 
bed, reRified and reformed by it, ſo that they runne not 
into the ſame cxceſlc of linne and wickedneſle as elle they 
yould , by which it comes to paſle that their erernall core 
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ments in hellfire are much exrenuated andabared : there- 
fore they cannot truly ſay, that the Goſpellis incffeRuall 
and fruitleſſe to them, becauſe their yery ſoulesreape much 
Fo aduantage by ic, Fitthly, Reprobates haue ofc times many 
ſodaine, tranſitory and flaſhy joyes, and many good mortt« 

tions, Furpolcs and reſolutions wrought within them by 

che word y yea the word of God is ſometimes ſopreualene 

and powerfull in their ſoules , that it makes them to doe 

ſMark.6.20, (/ſ) mary thingsfor God, andto goe very farrein the our« 
Macth.7.23- ward praiſe and profcflion of religion; ' inſomuch: that 
See Mr. Perk\#? they {ceme to many to be the ele of God, and the vn= 
bow tara reP'® doubted members of leſus Chriſt : ſo that the Goſpell is 
Fe" altogether in vaine ynto them, becauſe it workes ſome 

6. goodvpon them, though it conuert them nor. Sixchly,Re- 
probates by meanes and vertue of the Goſpell which is 

preached tothem , doe injoy the ſociety and company of 

Godzelc and choſenSainrs, by meanes of whom their 

ſoules and bodies doe ofttimes fare the better, Its no ſmall 

benefit or bleſſing ro injoy the company of Gods elcR: 

for as their company is louely, comfortable, ſweete, a- 

miable, innocent, mild and harmelcfſe,, ſoiris a meanes 

of keeping many judgements from, and pulling downe 

many bleſſings vpon reprobates and caſt-awayes : It is 

common in the Scriptures, and ordinary in experience , 

x Gen 30.30.6, thar God ſometimes (t) blelleth reprobates, and (v) keeps 
39.5-2"223- of judgements from them for the gedly mens fake thar 
»Gen.18.23.40 ye among them : wherefore though the Goſpell doth 
33s not conuertchemto the Lord, yet it is nor in yaine vato 
7* themeuen in this reſpe, Seucnchly, obates who 

live ynder the Goſpell are ſomectimes made che inſtruments 

and meanes of good to others, and the furtherers of Gods 

glory, though they doc no god to themſclues : Kings, 

miniſters, magiſtrates, ſchollers of all ſorts, artificers, and 

thelike, though they are ſuch as God hath rejeRedy are 

oft times made the inftruments of much ynto the 

Saines, the executioners of Gods will , mw. the aduancers 

of his glory ; which brings much joy and comfort te _— 
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for the preſent, and gaines reſpeR and honour co them 
in the fiohe of men : lince therefore reprobates injoy (o 
many bleſſings, priuiledges and comforts by the Golpell as 
theſe here mentioned, they haue no cauſe to ſay char God 
deludes and mockes them , when as heſcnds the Goſpell 
cochem ; becauſe though he giues no inward efficacy nor 
power to it, to conuert and ſaue their ſoules,yet he derives 
many outward bleſſings, comforts, priuiledges and fauors 
to chem byit, for which their ſoules and bodies fare the 
becrer, 

It you now obje&, that the Goſpell aggrauates the fins 
of reprobates, and makes their condemnation greater, be- 
cauſe it leaues chem without excuſe: therefore they are 
no gainers, but loſers by the Goſpell, | 

anſwere, thatir is true, that it had bin better for ſome Aſn 

reprobates , yea for all thoſe reprobates that goe on in fin- 
full and rebellious courſes without reftraint, that chey had 
never injoyd the Goſpell by reaſon of their diſobedience 
tOit: but as for others who are reclaimed by it, chough ie 
aggrauates their condemnation one way , in adding to the 
y_ of their ſinsz yet it extenuates it another way,in 

ctrating from the multitude and number ot their ſinnes, 
which they would hauec doubled and trebled, had nor the 
miniſtry and preaching of che word reſtrained chem: fo 
char they are farre greater gainers.1n this laſt reſpe, then 
loſers by the firſt : All reprobates fare the better for the 
Goſpell here , in regardof thoſe many outward blcflings 
and priuiledges that accompany itz many of chem ſpeede 
the better for it not onely here but hereafter ro: thole chat 
fare the worſer for ic , it is from their owne defaulcs, they 
might haue vſed it better if they would themſclues,. in 
having more care and conſcience topraRtiſe and obey it: 
fo chattheGoſpell is a bleſſing co them all, chough ir 
proucs a curſe and condemnation vnto them through their 
own defaults, Laftly,thoughGoddoth not give men power 
to helciuc and receiue his Goſpell, yer he doth needelude 
chem though he offers ic vaco them with a.defire _ ay 
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ſhould receiue it: for as God doth nordelude men in in- 
joyning them not to ſinne, and to obſerue his law in eue- 
ry point, though he giues them no power nor ſtrength to 
doe it, and though it be smpoſſible for them ro ſwlfill it z no 
more can he be {aid cro_delude or mocke men in offering 
grace vnto them by che Goſpell, though he giues them 
no power to receiueit : becauſe hee commands them no 
more then they had ſtrength at firſt ro doe, which ſtrength 
and power they loſt through their owne defaults: and be» 
cauſe the end of this command 13 to no other purpoſe bue 
ro cauſe men forto ſee their owne diſability , is ſoo fly 
co him for ſtrength, for grace and mercy. 

But you will now demand of me, if the Goſpell doth 
eruly and of right belongto none but the ele&, if it con-« 
uerts and ſaucs none elſe but they, why then is it pro» 
pounded ſo generally to all, toreprobates as well as others? 
If it were proper and peculiarto the ele alone, it ſhould 
be preached tonone elſe bur they, 

To chisI anſwer, that the Goſpell is thus generally proe 
pounded ynto all , nor becaulſc ir belongs alike to all, or 
becauſe God intends that it ſhould be alike cffeRuall vnro 
all ; but becauſe itisthe will, the pleaſure and command 
of God, that it ſhould be thus propounded 2 as is euident 
by Marke 16,16, Luke 10.5,6.c4p.24.47.atth.13.3.t0 24: 
eAls 1.8.Col.1.6,21, Now the reaſons wherefore the Goks 
pell is thus generally propounded vnto all, though it be 
principally intended for the conuerſion and ſaJuation of 
the elcR alone, are theſe. Firſt, becauſe reprobatesare (a) 
intermixed and mingled with the cle, asthe weedes and 
tares are with the corne and grafſe., as the chaffe is with 
the whearte, and as the ſtones are with che mellow ground: 
now as the rain doth oftimes fall ypon the tares, the weeds 
and ſtones, as well az on the corne, the graiſe, and mellow 

round, not becauſc it is principally intended ynto them 

t becauſe they are intermixed with the grafle, the corne, 
and fertile ground : and as the * = doth blow vpon the 
chaffe as well a3 0n the wheat , becauſc its mixed a che 
3), > Ed PORT 2g wacats 
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wheate, though #t ſcatters the one, aud purgeth the other ; E- 
uen (o che pleaſant ſhowers and breathin gs of che Goſpell 
doc oft times ( 6) fallon reprobater and wicked men , ( who 
are compared to weedes, to tares, to rockes, and chatfc 
throughour the Scripture) not with a determinate purpoſe 
to conuert and ſaue them; bur becauſe they are mingled 
With che cle& and choſen Saints of God, ( whoare come 
pared to wheatzto corne,to good and mellow grourd,) for 
whoſe eff: Ruall calling and conuerſion they are only ſent, 
Secondly ,- the Goſpell jsthus generally propounded co all 
that will imbrace it, and not to the el: alonez becaule the 
miniſters of che Goſpell being but fraile and lilly men as 
others are, and not ablero diſcerne into the ſecret counſell 
and decre: ot God , cannot diſtinguiſh berweene che cle& 
and reprobares: * It che minitters could diſcerne betweene 
the eleR and reprobates, berweene thoſe that would im- 
brace and willingly receiue the Goſpell , and ſuch as 
wouidrej:@ir, they might chen propound che Goſpell co 
the cle alone ; bur becauſe chey know nor who are cho- 
ſen and ele&ed, nor who are reprobared: therefore they 
mult preach the Goſpell ynro all, that ſo thoſe who are c- 
leted may be cffeftually called and conuerted our of all. 
T hirdly, the Goſpell muit be thus propounded, becauſc 
elſe ir would be vaine and incffcRuallynto all ; for if the 
Goſpell ſhould be pronounced to the eleR alone, (as he 
that is cleRed ſhall be ſaued ;);then no man could apply ir 
to his owne ſoule; for before a mans conuerlion vnto God, 
he can neuer truly ſay thar he is eleed: yea the very cle 


themſelues can neuer ſay that they are cleed, till they, 


find the bletled fruites of eletion in their hearts , which 
are wrought by the preaching of the word: ſo thatif the 
Goſpell ſhould be preached ro the elc& alone, ic would be 
ineffeRuall, vaincand idle z becauſe n> man could then 
apply irrohimſelfe : rherefore it is propounded generally 
ynro all, charfo men might be able to apply ic. Fourthly , 
the Go(pell mnſt be thus propounded, that ſo no man 
whales he liucch here might haug cauſe to deſpaire of Gods 
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mercy: If God ſhould cull out his ele& from among the 
reprobates, and make an open dinifion and ſeperation of 

them here, preaching the Goſpell vnto them alone , then 

all cheſe reprobates muſt needes deſpaire of his grace, and 

runne into ſoine deſperate courſe, knowing that they are 
defigned and marked out for hell; butnow when as the 
Goipell is thus generally propounded vnro all , it alwaies 
nountheth fome hope in reprobates, and keepes them trom 

[7 Ceſpaire, Fifthly, the Goſpell is chus generally preached 
vnto all, that ſo reprobates who wiltully diſobey, rejeQ , 

—_— and ſlight it, (ce) may be left without excuſe, laying all the 
— quay Flr par blame ypon themſelues, and not on God, who was nor 
18.cap. 24.14, Wanting to them in-the meanes, Sixthly, the Goſpell is 
3 Ccr.3.15,16, thus penerally propounded vnto all, though it becomes 
6. notetffcQuallynto all, becauſerhe Saints of God who are 

A male, conuerted by it, may haue greater cauſe co louc to bleſle 
 E95%02P.  andprailethe Lord for making it effeuall vnto them , 
> when as he hath not made icſo to others, Seuenthly, it is 

g Gal 6.16.Ro, thus propounded vntoall, becauſeit isa(g) rate of life 
-y cap+7+t5. to reprobates as well as others, though it be no {alue nor 
lal11249. plaiſter ro them tor to heale their ſoules: the Goſpell 
thovghir workes noe grace in all, yet itis a ſquareand rule 

WD of lite coall that heare 1t z and it 15 that by which they ſhall 
Rom <fione y * beindged atthelaft: whereforc though it be effebiuall ro 
. 2** none buttheele&, yerit muſt be preached vnro all alike , 
becauſeit isa rule and {quare of lite and judgement vnte 

= al!, Eighthly, iris thus propounded vato all, (s): hat ſo the 
94 "IF riches of Gods loue and mercy to mankind 1: I:fus Chriſt 
_—_—_— _ — iis ſonne, and all his great and glorious attributes, toges 
2.14; 15, 16, ther with the myſteries of ſaluation, and his reucalcd will, 
might be more publikely knowne, manifeſted and revea- 

l:dro the ſons of men, tothe glory and praiſe of God: the 

k3 Cor, z, 14, More the Goſpell is ſpread abroad, the ( &) miore God and 
25,16, Chriſt are glorified though ir converts no: all; becauſe it 
| doth mrre propagate and divulge thoſe great,thoſe glories 
ous attributes & treaſures of goodnefle which are 1nthem, 

and wias them a greater, 2 more awtull and commanding 
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reucrence and adoration in the hearts of men : thereiore 

it 18 chus preached vato a!!, Ninthly, it is propounded vn= 9, 
toall becauſe it workes cfcRually on many reprobares, 

though nor to tarne them who!ly and fully ro the Lord, 

yet to conuert them from their ( 1 ) atheiſme, their paganiſ« ItThell.r.5,ts 

me, idelatries, prophan: and dilJol»ce courles, and from mas» 

ny other (ins, into which they wo 21d haue plunged cheme 

ſclaes, had not the Gol5e!l p'1!l:d chem backe : we know it 

by experience, that the G(pell, wor ks very faron many re- 

probates; it makes them (=) dr mcb, and part with many © Marke6. 20, 

fimr: and though itneucr wickes fo tarre as thorowly to 

change and faue their ſou'es, ver it brungs them nearerto 

ſaluation chen elle they could haue come: it makes clicir 
condemaation letle by leflening of the number of their 

fins, Tenthly, the Goſpell muſt ve chus propounded, that 10 

ſo thoſe reprobates thac heare it might (#)imroy the owtward u Math 5 25, 

bleſſings and priviledges which it brings, as well as the e- 

IeR : which they could never do, if it were propounded to 

the cl:& alone. Eleuenchly,the G o(pell is cthuspropounded I, 

vno all, chatto reprobares as well as others might (0s) beare o Mat! 24.14; 

witneſse ro it, and (p) acknowledge God and letus Chriſt as pr Tin 2, 4. 

well as others: It che Golpcll had bin preached to the ele ©'#T1,4r. 

alone,then many who protelle the Goſpellacknowledzin — 

the deity of God and Ciriit, and the eruth and boliveile 

of the Goſpell, had layen i&ti!] in darkneſlc,and in their hea» 

cheniſh rites, and ſuperſtitious worſhipping of Diuells, 

ſtockes, ſtones, ard other creatures for Gods , and imbra- 

cing fabuJou:, bl.ſph. mous, abſurd andidle poems and h1- 

ſtories of their 1doll-Gods, for ſound dininity z by which 

the glory of God and Chriſt, and the truth and teſtimony 

of the Goſpell (hould have bin much ecchpſcd: God chere- 

fore commands the Goſpel co be propounded vnto all,and 

not tothe ele alone, that fo all men wight come to the ac- 

Cnowledgemeent of bis truth and deity, for the greater manite- 

Ration of his glory, T wellthly, che Goſpell is thus pro- REY 
unded neo all,chat ſo reprobares as well as ochery mighe 17,1375" 

e(q)conninced of their own weaknelle, wretchednelle and 8.9.rom.z. 15, 


pcrucrſcacily in Gods light, and acknowledge _— Maub;z4 of + 
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deales juſtly in rejeRing them,and in infliting vengeance 
on them for their fins: when a reprobate by the light of 
Gods holy word ſhall ſee what he hath loſtin Adams, and 
what corruption he hath drawne'from his loynes; when he 
ſhall diſconer by the brightneſle of the word,the greatneſle 
| bulke and infinite multitude of his (ins;then he is cuen for« 
»Pl.64.8.9.PE ced (7 )to confeſſe, that God deales juſtly with him: then his 
58.13. Exod.9. conſcience ſtops his mouth and makes him (ſ) ſpeachleſſe, 
27, Ezech,14, ſo thathe hath nothing to reply againſt Godzbuc willing= 
Math, . 12, ly ſubmits ynto his doome, as being ſcarce oroportioneble 
ſMatingz-13, co hisfinnes ſo that there is great reaſon why the Goſpel 
ſhould br thus propounded vnto all, thought it conuerts 

I3, not all rhat heare it. Thirteenthly, the Sacraments are ad 
#1Cor.11.37, miniſftred vnto all, to (e) reprobates as well as co thaelectz 
38,29430. reprobartes are baptized , andreceiue che Sacrament of the 
Lords ſupper as well as any of Gods choſen ones: it is fit 

therefore that the Goſpell ſhould be extended vnro all as 

well as the Sacraments, becauſe they are both of the tame 

extent and latitude, andgoe hand in hand together, hike 

14: twins that cannot be diuided.Laſftly the Goſpel is rhus pro» 
pounded yntoall, becauſe it hatha ſcucrall effc& in all 

 Rom.x rs, fhough notto ſaue & convert all thoſe thar heare 1t:Torhe 
As 11,24, | AcRyzit is the(v)poWwer of God to ſaluation, (w)tbe /anonr of life 
w3 Cer.z. 15, vnte life, & the etfeuall(x )meenes of their true conmer ſion & 
16, ſalnation:to the wicked(y) i the ſeworof death vnto death,the 
* 1 Cor.l. 18, ulcof lite and judgement,the declaration of Gods will and 
na any pleaſure, the cawſe (=) eftimes of their obduration & greater 
x8. Col. 1,12, condenmation,by reaſon of cheir contempr and negl«R of it, 
13s Surice rherfore the Goſpel] hath a work in reprobars as well 
—_ 2.16, 2s in the clecty it is propounded tothem buthy yer notas 
—- 2,"  yntoelc@and reprobares,nor in abſolute & poſicwe rerms, 
Toh. 15,3z,R0. but 4s ro men who are capable of = & ſaluarion, if they 
J=3O, repent, & bclicue that Goſpel! which is preached cochem, 
and of damnation if they dorejeRit: And thus you ſe this 
grand objeftion cleared , That God is no deluder nor 1m» 
poftor, though he hath not purpoſed nor decreed to cone 
uert ang call all ſuch co whom che Goſpell is preached, 
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